
Between January and December of 2025, total nonfarm employment
increased 0.8 percent in Colorado, driven by jobs in education and health
care. Some industries saw declines, however.

Financial activities, the supersector that includes workers in finance,
insurance, real estate, and leasing, had the largest decline over the period,
with an employment decrease of 1.5 percent, or 2,700 jobs. In the country as a
whole, this industry grew by 0.3 percent over the same period.

WHY TRACK 
JOBS DATA?

CFI believes in a people-centered economy. When we center policies around the
people who uplift our economy, including workers, we are at our strongest. This data
is one tool that helps inform CFI’s worker-centered approach to policy.

COLORADO SHEDS FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES JOBS

Labor market conditions have worsened for recent
college graduates. In the final quarter of 2025, the
unemployment rate for recent college grads, those aged
22–27 with a bachelor’s degree or higher, increased to 5.7
percent. While this category of young adults has
historically had a much lower rate of unemployment than
U.S. workers as a whole, in recent years they have had a
higher and growing unemployment rate.
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While employment in financial activities took a hit over the past year, the
industry makes up just 5.8 percent of the overall composition of employment
in Colorado, the same proportion as the U.S. as a whole.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics (Employment, Hours, and
Earnings — State and Metro Area). https://www.bls.gov/data/home.htm 

PERCENT CHANGE IN EMPLOYMENT, BY INDUSTRY (JAN.–DEC. 2025)

EMPLOYMENT COMPOSITION BY SUPERSECTOR 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics (Employment, Hours, and
Earnings — State and Metro Area). https://www.bls.gov/data/home.htm

SHARE OF INCOME GOING TO
LABOR AT LOWEST POINT SINCE
ESTIMATES BEGAN
Official data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics released
in January 2026 show that the labor share of the nation’s
GDP hit its lowest point since the BLS began measuring it
in 1947.

The labor share, or the portion of U.S. economic output
that workers receive through salaries and wages,
decreased to 53.8 percent in the third quarter of 2025.
This represents a roughly 16 percent decline over the
past 78 years and implies a larger share of income
flowing to investors. Without adequate tax policy
measures to redistribute income toward workers, this
trend is likely to continue.

THE LABOR MARKET FOR RECENT
GRADS

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE (PERCENT) BY WORKER TYPE

Federal Reserve Bank of New York, The Labor Market for Recent College Graduates,
https://nyfed.org/collegelabor
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