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Immigrants Power El Paso County’s Economy

Immigrants from every corner of the globe are the foundation of El Paso County’s economy.
They pay taxes, run businesses, serve in government, teach in classrooms, tend the
agricultural lands that nourish us, and care for our health and well-being. They bring
richness to our communities, sharing their cultures and experiences with us, and shape the
state into a more dynamic and inclusive place. Immigrants are the dreamers, the builders,
the changemakers—working tirelessly to create a more prosperous future for everyone.
Despite the challenges of an unjust and inhumane immigration system that limits their
potential, they continue to drive our state's growth and success. Their contributions are
undeniable, and with immigration policies that offer a clear path to citizenship, their impact
could be limitless.

(]
Tax o
Season

0\‘/

7% of the
population

A =

$380.7M paid in state
& local taxes

. .
12% of business
owners

8% of the
labor force

Immigrant Workers and Entrepreneurs Fuel Economic Growth

More than 50,000 immigrants call El Paso County home, making up 7% of the county’s
population and working in jobs that span the wage spectrum. Immigrants make up 8% of El
Paso County’s workforce, and immigrant labor power generates GDP in industries across El
the County’s economy. In addition to their contributions as workers, immigrants make up
12% of business owners in El Paso County.

Industry GDP Immigrant Share | GDP of Immigrant
of Labor Force Labor

Agriculture, forestry, fishing $49,017,000 0.7% $343,120

and hunting, and mining'

Construction $3,483,179,000 12.4% $431,914,200

Manufacturing $1,757,388,000 8% $140,591,040

Wholesale Trade $1,131,699,000 1.5% $16,975,490

' Farmworker data is limited for workers regardless of immigration status, and farmworker data is often
an underrepresentation of the overall number of workers, which similarly underestimates the number of

farmworkers who are immigrants.
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Retail Trade $3,702,118,000 9.6% $355,403,330

Transportation and $1,236,433,000 3.7% $45,748,020
warehousing, and utilities

Information $1,718,434,000 1.5% $25,776,510
Finance and insurance, and $9,954,305,000 6.7% $666,938,440
real estate and rental and

leasing

Professional, scientific, and $7,859,457,000 13% $1,053,167,240

management, and
administrative and waste
management services

Educational services, and $4,171,295,000 20% $830,087,710
health care and social

assistance

Arts, entertainment, and $2,698,651,000 10% $277,961,050

recreation, and
accommodation and food

services

Other services (except public $1,490,178,000 8.4% $125,174,950
administration)

Public administration/Gov $12,495,977,000 3.9% $487,343,100
Total $51,748,131,000 8% $4,457,424,190

* Indicates unavailable data.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Commerce. "Selected Characteristics of the Native
and Foreign-Born Populations.” American Community Survey, ACS 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables,
Table SO501, 2023. Bureau of Economic Analysis. CAGDP1 County and MSA gross domestic
product (GDP) summary, 2023.

Immigrants Contribute as Taxpayers and Hold Spending Power

Immigrants in El Paso County pay over $380 million in tax revenue and hold $1.1 billion in
spending power.” By recognizing and supporting the contributions of immigrants, Colorado
and El Paso County can build a more inclusive and prosperous future for all.
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