February 24, 2025

Senator Michael Bennet

Senator John Hickenlooper
Representative Diana DeGette
Representative Joe Neguse
Representative Jeff Hurd
Representative Lauren Boebert
Representative Jeff Crank
Representative Jason Crow
Representative Brittany Pettersen
Representative Gabe Evans

Dear Honorable Members of Colorado’s Congressional Delegation,

Essential services and infrastructure investments that support families who work hard day in and
day out are under attack in the 119th Congress. Deep cuts to healthcare, housing, energy
efficiency, and food programs that assist low- and middle-income families are being proposed,
coupled with major tax breaks that would benefit corporations and high-income households at
the expense of working families. The 2017 tax cuts made it so corporations now pay a lower
effective tax rate than an American worker making $45,000 a year. Corporations took the tax

breaks and raised prices on consumers, outsourced jobs, purchased stock buybacks to pay off

investors, and collected record profits.

We, the undersigned organizations, believe every Coloradan should have the freedom to secure
healthcare, housing, energy, and food, regardless of their financial situation. It's time for our
Colorado leaders to unite and ensure that Coloradans can provide for their families in
communities that are safe, healthy, and resilient. Congress and the president must do their part
to deliver this security for every person and child. This isn’t just the right thing to do—it’s
essential for ensuring economic stability and opportunity for all is best for our country.

The vast majority of people in Colorado, regardless of their political leanings, want an economy
that makes it possible for folks to afford the cost of essential services like food, housing and
healthcare. They also want the wealthy and profitable corporations to pay their fair share of
taxes.

We urge you to ensure Congress does not pass budget legislation that would harm so
many of your constituents and is fiscally irresponsible.

The risky and inefficient proposals under consideration in this Congress would:

e Make cuts to federal programs like Medicaid, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), the Child Tax Credit (CTC), and the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)


https://www.epi.org/blog/profits-and-price-inflation-are-indeed-linked/
https://x.com/RepGwenMoore/status/1879198741749727738
https://x.com/RepGwenMoore/status/1879198741749727738
https://thehill.com/business/4561631-corporate-hit-record-high-as-economy-boomed-in-fourth-quarter-of-2023/

that research shows strengthen families, prevent child abuse and neglect, decrease
rates of child maltreatment and build strong foundations for families to thrive.

e Slash funding for Medicaid and put the coverage of more than 1.1 million Coloradans at
risk, including people living with disabilities, older adults, Coloradans needing nursing
care, family caregivers, and children and families. In Colorado, where it would be fiscally
impossible to continue coverage for adults on Medicaid expansion, at least 280,000
Coloradans would lose coverage and Colorado would see an estimated 29.5 billion
fewer federal dollars.

e Fail to continue robust health premium tax credits that make healthcare affordable for
families who purchase their plans in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) marketplace; For
Colorado that would mean 225,000 Coloradans would see their out-of-pocket premiums
jump an average of 50%, with rural Coloradans seeing average increases of 70%.

e Place unnecessary and overly burdensome work requirements on another 36 million
Medicaid participants, putting them at risk of losing their healthcare as well; For
Colorado, that would amount to 540,000 participants at risk of losing their healthcare.

e Cut SNAP benefits, which one in 10 Coloradans depend on to afford groceries. These
cuts would push SNAP benefits below the minimum cost of a healthy diet, meaning a
$380 million reduction in benefits over 10 years.

e Make other cuts to Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and rental
assistance that overwhelmingly benefit families with low and moderate incomes.

e Make cuts to the CTC which provides critical support to 640,000 low-wage working
families with kids in Colorado—that’s 21% of local tax filers.

e Repeal or reduce Colorado’s Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law (BIL) allocations, totaling $10 billion for critical investments in broadband access,
energy efficiency, transportation safety, clean water, roads and bridges, flood and wildfire
mitigation, public transportation and more. Colorado communities are relying on this
funding and the IRA alone has resourced projects that employ over 1,100 Coloradans.

These severe funding reductions, combined with the big tax handouts for those who least need
the government’s support, won't just harm your constituents. These changes will also deliver a
financial hit to state budgets, which will leave Colorado unable to pick up the extra cost of
healthcare or cover other increased costs to Colorado families. The cascading effect of some of
these choices could close health centers like Salud Family Health and Clinica Family Health that
already face rising numbers of uninsured patients, impact 3,100 grocery retailers, slash local
infrastructure jobs, and compromise energy independence in your district, delivering a serious
economic blow to Colorado.

The majority of hardworking Coloradans in your district are on the brink—they cannot afford to
pay more when they get sick, buy groceries, pay their energy bill, or to keep a roof over their
heads. Household budgets are stretched thin, and people are already struggling to make ends
meet. Cutting essential services and infrastructure investments will have unintended cascading
consequences throughout the economy. For instance, research shows that every $1 invested in
SNAP generates between $1.50 and $1.80 in economic activity. For every $1 million in federal
funding lost for Medicaid, Colorado loses $2.25 million in GDP activity, 13,000 jobs, and
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$825,000 in household earnings. Adding work requirements to access these programs not only
disincentivizes work, but would also increase the burden on state systems —including the
notoriously glitchy Colorado Benefits Management System (CBMS)—and the county workers
who use them.

Colorado is uniquely vulnerable to these cuts, as a constitutional amendment in our
state, the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR), limits the amount the state budget can grow
every year. Legislators are legally prohibited from raising revenue to backfill these cuts,
should Congress choose to shift costs to the states. Current federal funds, including federal
match programs, enable Colorado to stretch limited tax revenue further to better serve working
families by investing in education, healthcare, and bolstering a thriving economy.

We Coloradans ask that you actively oppose these potential federal funding cuts to
healthcare, food security, housing and energy efficiency programs, and other essential
services and community investment. These misguided priorities would have a profound
impact on our families and neighborhoods. We believe we have common ground in a vision for
Colorado that supports strong families and industrious communities.

Sincerely,

Adelante Community Development
AFDC Coalition

Bell Policy Center

Black Parent Network

Boulder Food Rescue

Carin' Clinic

CEDS Finance

Centennial State Prosperity

Center for Health Progress

CF United

Changing the Narrative | Encore Roadmap
Christian Healing Network DBA Mission Medical Center
Chronic Care Collaborative

Clifton Community Leaders

Cloud City Conservation Center

Cobalt

Colorado Access

Colorado AFL-CIO

Colorado Behavioral Healthcare Council
Colorado Black Health Collaborative
Colorado Blueprint to End Hunger
Colorado Center for Aging

Colorado Center on Law and Policy
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Colorado Children's Campaign

Colorado Civic Engagement Roundtable
Colorado Coalition for the Homeless

Colorado Community Health Network
Colorado Consumer Health Initiative

Colorado Cross Disability Coalition

Colorado Developmental Disabilities

Colorado Ethiopian Community

Colorado Fiscal Institute

Colorado Foundation for Universal Health Care
Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition

Colorado Latino Leadership, Advocacy, and Research Organization (CLLARO)
Colorado Organization for Latina Opportunity and Reproductive Rights (COLOR)
Colorado Orgs and Individuals Responding to HIV/AIDS (CORA)
Colorado People’s Alliance

Colorado Rural Health Center

Colorado Safety Net Collaborative

Colorado Working Families Party

Community Dental Health

Community Resource Center

Conservation Colorado

Denver Food Rescue

Eagle Valley Community Foundation

Food Security Advisory Council at Colorado State University
Front Range Pediatric Therapies

Good Food Collective

Grand Avenue Dental

Growing Home

Health Colorado, In.

Healthier Colorado

Healthy Air and Water Colorado

Human Services Network of Colorado

Hunger Free Colorado

llluminate Colorado

Immunize Colorado

Jefferson County Food Policy Council

Kids First Health Care

La Plata Food Equity Coalition

LaQuetta's LAfTA, LLC®

Mental Health Colorado

Mountain Mamas

Mutual Aid Monday

Mutual Aid Partners

New Era Colorado



Next 100 Colorado

Northern Colorado Foodshed Project
Nourish Colorado

One Colorado

Oso Adventure Meals

Practice Innovation Program

Pueblo Food Project

Quevedo Interpretations

Regis Center for Play Therapy
RESULTS

Rising Routes

Rocky Mountain MicroFinance Institue
Rocky Mountain Multiple Sclerosis Center
Slow Food Boulder County

Small Business Maijority

Small Town Project

Southwest Improvement Council
Spring Institute for Intercultural Learning
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Startup Colorado

TARA Food Pantry

The Action Center

The Fax Partnership

The Latino Chamber of Commerce
Together Colorado

United for a New Economy

UpRoot Colorado

Viva Resource

Vivent Health

We Don't Waste

Western Colorado Alliance

Young Invincibles Rocky Mountain
Youth Healthcare Alliance



Additional information:

Medicaid is a foundational piece of our healthcare system. The nation’s most efficient
health coverage system, it serves over 1.1 million Coloradans, including older adults,
people living with disabilities, people in need of nursing facility or in-home care, family
caregivers, 40% of all births in Colorado, and children and families. Proposed budget
cuts to Medicaid will strip coverage from hundreds of thousands of Coloradans,
jeopardize the health and safety of Colorado communities, destabilize our healthcare
systems, and do nothing to lower or control healthcare costs. Colorado has led the
nation in efforts to address the epidemic of medical debt and that progress will be more
than reversed with these cuts. Healthcare providers are already struggling financially in
the wake of the Medicaid continuous coverage unwinding process, particularly in rural
areas, and will be at risk of closing if these cuts pass. Because healthcare dollars
circulate in local and state economies, creating good jobs and supporting local
businesses, the impact of cuts is hard to overstate. For every $1 million in federal
funding lost for Medicaid, Colorado loses $2.25 million in GDP activity, 13,000 jobs, and
$825,000 in household earnings. Conversely, the Medicaid expansion alone has added
over $4 billion in economic activity and over 22,000 jobs in Colorado. Nor would impacts
be limited to the public health system. The potential cuts to financial assistance under
the Affordable Care Act at the end of 2025 will raise out-of-pocket premiums by an
average of 50% for over 225,000 Coloradans, will destabilize the individual market and
just add to the number of Coloradans who lose coverage.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is one of the most
cost-effective tools for supporting working families, reducing poverty, and strengthening
local economies. In Colorado, 1 in 10 residents—over half a million people—use SNAP,
and more than 60% of recipients are families with children. Proposals to cut SNAP
funding—including rolling back the 2021 Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) update, imposing
harsher work requirements, and eliminating Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility
(BBCE)—would have unintended economic consequences. This would not only make it
harder for working families to put food on the table but would also harm local businesses
that rely on SNAP dollars.

SNAP is not just a safety net—it's an economic multiplier. When families receive
benefits, they spend them at grocery stores, farmers' markets, and local retailers, directly
supporting Colorado businesses and jobs. Research shows that every $1 invested in
SNAP generates between $1.50 and $1.80 in economic activity. Cutting SNAP would
reduce consumer spending, hurt small businesses, and slow job growth. Local grocers,
food producers, and retailers depend on these dollars, and shrinking the program would
have a ripple effect across the economy.

One of the most impactful aspects of SNAP is Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility
(BBCE),_a policy that allows states to adjust income and asset limits so that low-income,
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working families can receive assistance while moving toward financial independence.
Without BBCE, families risk losing all benefits the moment they earn slightly above the
income threshold. BBCE phases benefits out gradually, allowing workers to take
promotions, work more hours, and increase their wages without fear of abruptly losing
food assistance. It encourages savings and self-sufficiency by allowing families to build
savings while still receiving assistance, helping them achieve long-term financial stability
instead of staying trapped in poverty. Lastly, it reduces government bureaucracy by
simplifying SNAP administration, reducing redundant paperwork and making the system
more efficient. This saves taxpayer dollars by streamlining eligibility verification, ensuring
benefits go to those who need them without unnecessary red tape.

Most people who have coverage through Medicaid or receive food or housing
assistance, are working, often juggling multiple jobs. For many others with disabilities,
Medicaid enables participation in work. Proposed “work requirements” for any of these
programs will bury hardworking people in red tape, administrative inefficiency, and result
in many losing the benefits they need to stay healthy, stable, and maintain their
employment. Estimates show work requirements would lead to 36 million Americans
losing Medicaid, including over 540,000 Coloradans, nearly half the population currently
covered through Medicaid. Work requirements will make it harder for everyone to access
healthcare, food, and housing supports, including people living with disabilities, older
adults and seniors receiving home-based care or who are in nursing facilities, children
and families, and people providing care to family members. Work requirements would
also increase the burden on state systems - including the notoriously glitchy Colorado
Benefits Management System (CBMS) - and the county workers who use them. Even
without the additional mountain of paperwork that work requirements would generate,
Colorado processing timeliness has been poor, resulting in federal corrective action for
untimely SNAP processing in 2024 and state corrective action for county processing
delays in Medicaid in 2025. Colorado resoundingly rejected work requirements both at
the national and state level in 2017 and 2018 because they are ineffective, and have
been proved to result in no change in employment rates while administrative costs soar
and people lose coverage. Instead, work requirements will strip coverage and benefits
from hundreds of thousands of Coloradans who are already working, caring for family, or
navigating disability.

Hardworking Coloradans get hurt the most when leaders prioritize tax breaks for the
richest among us over the programs that make our middle class strong. The 2017 tax
cuts made it so corporations now pay a lower effective tax rate than an American worker
making $45,000 a year. Corporations took the tax breaks and raised prices on
consumers, outsourced jobs, purchased stock buybacks to pay off investors and

collected record profits.

Proposed cuts to school meals would strip access for millions of children, burden
families, and overwhelm schools with unnecessary bureaucracy. Cuts to the Community
Eligibility Provision (CEP) would deny over 12 million children nutritious meals,
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reintroduce stigma, and undermine school efficiency. Taking food away from children
harms their education, stunting their potential and costing our future economy by robbing
us of the leaders and innovators of tomorrow.



